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January 10, 2008


We hope each of you had a blessed Christmas and we wish you a wonderful year ahead!  


We apologize for the long gap between communications.  Thank you to all who have contacted us individually to make sure this year’s event is still on track.  We’ve waited to send this newsletter until we had a definite timetable for the shipment of the sample sets of books.  

I.  Sample Sets – 


We ordered 235 sets of each of the six selected titles this year – 1,410 books!!  These have arrived at the State Library and yours will be shipped to you in the next week.  You will not receive enough sets for each classroom to have their own.  Typically we ask buildings with multiple first grade classes to share a set. 


Please remember these sample sets become part of your final inventory to fill the children’s orders at your celebration.  Please make plans to retrieve all the sample sets from the schools after the children have made their selections.  


II.  Book Order Forms – 


Once again, we ask the Area Coordinators to collect and verify all orders before sending them on to us.  The 2008 Book Order Form is available on the updated website.  Go to the Natrona County Public Library website (www.natronacountylibrary.org) and click on the “Wyoming Reads” logo.  From our homepage simply click on “Resources” and it will bring you to the order form that we would like everyone to use.  


It really makes our life much simpler if everyone were to use this form and if each classroom were to list their students alphabetically by last name.  Thank you so much for your cooperation in making this happen! 

III.  Other Website Features – 

A.  2008 Original Songs!  - Please take time to check out Diane von Gunten’s original songs created for each of this year’s book selections.  They are absolutely amazing!  Your teachers may well want to use those songs as part of the selection process for your first graders.  

B.  Letter to Teachers – Also under “Resources” you will find a sample letter you may want to provide to your teachers as it is a useful set of instructions for them.  


C.  Stationery and Note Cards – These are also in the “Resource” section and are for your use if you have correspondence or thank you cards you wish to send related to your local celebration.   
IV.  Site Selection – 


If you’ve not yet made arrangements for a location for your local celebration you should be doing so now.  With so many other activities taking place in May it is sometimes difficult to get the best location.  


Also, it is time to at least begin thinking about “celebrity readers” for your celebration.  We try to get our invitations out 60-90 days before the event as these busy people often have scheduling difficulties.   

V.  Deadlines – 


We are asking you to have your book orders submitted to us no later than February 8th.  We know this is a short turnaround time but we want to allow as much time as possible to secure the remainder of the books for the big day on May 20th.  If the early indications prove correct there may be as many as 7,500 first graders joining in the celebration in Wyoming this spring!

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please contact Bill Nelson, Emily King, Cathy Carson or myself.  Thank you, once more, for your awesome support for Wyoming’s children!!
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