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Wyoming Holds 5th Annual Statewide Reading Celebration for First Graders

CONTACT:

Name 
Title
Phone Number

Address

The fifth annual Wyoming Reads celebration will take place at (location) on May (date) at (time).  Modeled after Casper Cares, Casper Reads, this is the fifth year this reading celebration has been expanded statewide, and over 7,200 first grade students are expected to participate in communities throughout Wyoming.   Wyoming Reads features a number of highlights, including storytimes with “Celebrity Readers” from the community, a special lunch provided by (name organization) and the presentation of a fairytale about the Good Queen Sue, a tribute to Sue Jorgensen, in whose memory this event was established. 
Each student will also receive a hardback book of their very own donated by the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation.  Additionally, a number of participants will be given their first library cards. Children from across Wyoming chose from these titles earlier this year:

“Bats at the Library” by Brian Lies 

“Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs” by Judi Barrett & John Barrett 

“There Was an Old Monster!” by Rebecca Emberley & Adrian Emberley 

“Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” by Bill Martin Jr. & Eric Carle 

“A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever” by Marla Frazee 

“Dinosaurs Love Underpants” by Clare Freedman and Ben Cort 

Over (insert number) community members have agreed to donate their time as “Celebrity Readers” and share the books listed above with the children.  The group of celebrity readers includes (names and titles).  The honorary Chair of this year’s event is ______________________.  

Contributors to this year’s celebration include the McMurry Foundation, Tonkin Foundation, Qwest, Rocky Mountain Power Foundation, Casper Rotary Club, Natrona County Recreation Joint Powers Board, United Methodist Thrift Store, Walmart, Casper Kiwanis Club, Wyoming Community Foundation, Wyoming State Library and a number of generous individuals.  

John Jorgensen leads this group of extraordinary educators and civic leaders. John established the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation in 1996 and founded the Casper Cares, Casper Reads celebration to honor his late wife's commitment to literacy and children. "She was always very dedicated to children and to literacy," says John. "She believed that until someone can read, they can't really do anything else." That is the vision fueling this important community enterprise. 

2006 marked the first year that this local event was expanded statewide.  Through the fundraising efforts of the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation, enough money has been raised again this year to give every first grade student in Wyoming their own hardcover book.  
Each community’s event is organized locally by a combination of civic leaders, public libraries and school districts.  All of Wyoming’s 23 counties will participate this year.  
For more information on Wyoming Reads, please visit www.natronacountylibrary.org/wyreads.html.
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