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            I wish to, once again, thank each of you for your participation and support for this year’s event.  While there were a few issues with getting all the book orders it was certainly much smother than in prior years – at least on our end.  We hope it was easier for you as well.  

            

I.  Book Orders – 
 

            When the dust finally settled we received 6,992 book orders.  We always order some extras for the inevitable late arriving children.  Many of you will receive a few more than you requested just for those last minute “crises.”  If you have extras left over after your celebration we, of course, ask for those to be returned promptly to me at 1560 S. Walnut St., Casper, WY  82601 as we can get a refund on those.               

 

II.  Book Shipments – 
 

            We anticipate the State Library will begin shipping your remaining books to you approximately April 15th.  As we write this we know of no problems with securing an adequate number of each of the titles this year.  

 

You should have received your book plates recently so you could go to work on that piece of the project.  Please let us know at once if you did not receive them.  

 

III.  Celebrity Readers – 
 

            If you use the concept of “celebrity readers” it is time to start getting your invitations out to those folks.  We encourage you to consider using this approach as we have found it really helps build community support and “ownership” of the event.  

 

IV.  Photos, Videos and News Articles – 
 

            Please share any photos or videos from your celebration with us.  We love to see those and would like to add more things from around the state to our collage video that we began last year.  We also love to see any media coverage your event might generate.    

 

V.  Sponsors – 
 

            If you generate any press releases or other publicity for your event please mention our major financial supporters.  A list of those can be found at our website (www.natronacountylibrary.org  then click on the “Wyoming Reads” logo and then the “History” tab and go to the bottom of the page).   Many of these have supported us each year since the inception of the celebration 10 years ago.  

 

VI.  Author Visit – 
 
            2,352 first graders have ordered “There Was A Coyote Who Swallowed A Flea”!!  The author, Jennifer Ward, and illustrator, Steve Gray, were so taken with the concept of “Wyoming Reads” that they are coming to Casper May 5th - 7th to do a series of workshops in our elementary schools!  This will be an exciting additional benefit and we certainly encourage any of you who are close by, at least, to consider coming to Casper one of those days to meet them!

 
VII. Awards – 
 
            On April 18th, on behalf of all of you who make this such a successful event, we will be honored to accept the Wyoming Education Association’s 2008 “Friend of Education” Award.  It is especially flattering to be recognized by the state’s educators for our efforts.  It really should be an award that somehow extends to all of you who have actually created this unique and awesome statewide celebration!  

 

            As always, if you have questions, concerns or ideas to improve “Wyoming Reads” please contact Bill Nelson, Emily King, Cathy Carson or myself.  
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