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It’s official!!  May 18th, 2010 is the date selected for the 5th Annual “Wyoming Reads” literacy celebration.  We hope you are in a position to help us again this year by serving as our area contact person for your community.  Please let Cathy (cathy.carson@HilltopNationalBank.com) or me (jorgensen_john@hotmail.com) know as soon as possible if you can join us.  If we need to establish a new contact we want to do that as early in the process as possible.  We very much appreciate the support we receive across the state.  
I.  2009 Wrap Up:
This year’s celebration seemed to be the most successful yet.  7,381 hardback books were purchased and distributed to Wyoming first graders!  Over 1,500 adult volunteers organized some 35 community celebrations around the state.  Every school (we believe) participated in the 2009 events.      


As always, please continue to send the photos, news articles, DVD’s and thank you letters.  We share many of those items with prospective donors to give them a sense of the impact of the program.  Once again this year Governor Freudenthal proclaimed the date as “Wyoming Literacy Day.”  You can find his proclamation on our website (www.natronacountylibrary.org  - just click on “Our Community” and then “Library Partners” on the library’s main page).     

II.  2010 Book Selection:
We are excited about the titles chosen for next year’s celebration.  
The six titles are:  

1)  Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs – Judi Barrett and Ron Barrett;  


2)  There Was an Old Monster – Rebecca Emberley and Adrian Emberley;


3)  Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? – Bill Martin Jr and Eric Carle;


4)  Bats at the Library – Brian Lies;


5)  A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever – Marla Frazee; 


6)  Dinosaurs Love Underpants – Claire Freedman  

III.  Fundraising:
For 2010 the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation is again committed to providing the funding for all the books, bookplates and book bags.  You simply will need to identify a location for the event, add whatever flourishes work in your community and gather up the first graders!


Thank you to those of you who have provided us leads for funding sources in the past.  Thanks, also, to those who found grants in your community.  We received a number of Wal-Mart grants and others from around the state – they really, really help!  We have already begun writing some of the larger grant requests for next year.  With an anticipated budget of $125,000 for next year again there isn’t much of an “off season” for this project anymore.   

IV.  Joining Forces:
     We think it is delightful when communities get together for their celebrations.  We believe the bigger you can make the day the more memorable it will be for the children.  Once again, we invite any community who would like to join us here in Casper on May 18th!   

V.  Timeline:
      Please go to the website for a timeline and other helpful information for planning your celebration.    

VI.  Out of State Celebrations:
The dates have been set for next spring for celebrations in Minnesota and Oregon.  We always look forward to attending those events.  It is an honor to participate in providing 12,000 hardback books to first graders each spring!      
As always, thank you for your continued support for “Wyoming Reads!”   If you have any ideas on how we can improve the event please let us know.  This is truly for the children!






John Jorgensen

