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            We hope all of you are willing to join us again as we attempt to create a 3rd magical celebration of literacy for all the first grade children in Wyoming!  

 

I.  2007 Wrap Up:       Thanks to your efforts (and the efforts of nearly 1,500 adult volunteers statewide) we believe we provided every first grader in the state with their very own personalized hardback book on one very special day in May!  A total of 6,989 books were distributed at some 35 separate celebrations around the state.  We couldn’t be more pleased with the results. Thanks to all of you who sent us photos, news articles and thank you cards.  It was absolutely overwhelming.    

 

            When we know you will still be our contact person for this year we will send you a DVD to use in your local promotion of the 2008 celebration which includes material from events around the state last spring.  The video has been created in such a way that we can add new photos and articles as they arrive.  If you have special things you’d like to see included please send them to us.    

            

II.  2008 Book Selection:       This year’s titles:  

            

1)  There Was a Coyote Who Swallowed a Flea – Jennifer Ward; 

            2)  A Mama for Owen – Marion Dane Bauer;

            3)  The Three Snow Bears – Jan Brett;

            4)  Good Boy, Fergus! – David Shannon

            5)  Edwina, the Dinosaur Who Didn’t Know She Was Extinct – Mo Willems; 

            6)  The Lonely Moose – John Segal.

 

            We’re very pleased with the menu of books chosen for this year’s celebration!  Once again our friend, Diane Von Gunten, is working on original songs for each title!  

 

III.  2008 Celebration:           We have selected May 20th, 2008 as the date we will target for all celebrations next spring.  We know this date may not work in every community but we encourage each event to be held then if possible.  The impact of everyone doing it the same day last spring was remarkable.  We will request Governor Freudenthal to declare the day as “Wyoming Literacy Day” once again.  Please get the date on your calendars and contact those folks you work with at the schools and libraries so they save the date as well. 

            

IV.  Fundraising:        Once again the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation will provide the funding for the books, book plates and book bags.  If you know of individuals or foundations in your community who might be willing to provide financial support please let us know.  We will be happy to pursue any grant requests. 

 

V.  Website:               Our webpage has been updated.  It can be found by going to www.natronacountylibrary.org and clicking on Our Community and then Library Partners.  The site includes helpful information including a suggested timeline for planning your local event.  It also contains helpful contact information.  

 

VI.  Joining Forces:   We have been delighted by the stories of towns coming together to hold their celebrations.  We love having the children from Lusk join us in Casper each year.  We feel the bigger the day can be the more memorable it will be for the children.  

 

As always, thank you so much for your amazing support for “Wyoming Reads”!  We hope it is having at least some small impact on what is one of the most critical issues facing our state.  Literacy, we believe, is the cornerstone for our children’s future success.

 
                                                                                            John Jorgensen
