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First Graders Receive Hardback Books during Wyoming Reads Celebration

City, State -- The annual Wyoming Reads celebration for first graders will take place at [location] on May [date] at [time].  

Over 7,500 first grade students received new hardback books on “Wyoming Literacy Day” in 2011, thanks to Wyoming Reads organizers throughout the state and the fundraising efforts of the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation. Similar numbers of students are expected to be reached this year, with all 23 Wyoming counties again participating. Secretary of State Max Maxfield is the honorary chair of the event.  

Each community’s celebration is organized locally by a combination of civic leaders, public libraries and school districts.  

The local celebration in [city] will feature storytimes with “Celebrity Readers” from the community, a lunch provided by [name of organization] and the presentation of a fairytale about “the Good Queen Sue,” a tribute to Sue Jorgensen, in whose memory the event was established. Participants will each receive a coloring book of the fairytale, illustrated by Zachary Pullen. Additionally, a number of first grade students will receive their first library cards.

Each student will also receive a hardback book of their very own, donated by the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation.  Earlier this year, children from across Wyoming chose from these titles:

“Looking for a Moose,” by Phyllis Root

“The Sweetest Fig” by Chris Van Allsburg

“A Sick Day for Amos McGee,” by Philip Christian Stead

“King Bidgood’s in the Bathtub,” by Audrey Wood

“Charlie the Ranch Dog,” by Ree Drummond

“Interrupting Chicken,” by David Ezra Stein

Over [insert number] community members have agreed to donate their time as “Celebrity Readers” and share the books listed above with the children.  The group of celebrity readers includes [names and titles].  

Contributors to this year’s statewide celebration include the McMurry Foundation, Tonkin Foundation, Rocky Mountain Power Foundation, Casper Rotary Club, Natrona County Recreation Joint Powers Board, Friends of the Natrona County Public, Casper Kiwanis Club, Wyoming Community Foundation, Wyoming State Library and a number of generous individuals.  

John Jorgensen of Casper leads an extraordinary group of educators and civic leaders to present this annual literacy celebration for the state of Wyoming. John established the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation in 1996 and founded the “Casper Cares, Casper Reads” celebration in 1999 to honor his late wife's commitment to literacy and children. 

"She was always very dedicated to children and to literacy," says John. "She believed that until someone can read, they can't really do anything else." That is the vision fueling this important community enterprise. 

This local event was renamed “Wyoming Reads” when it first expanded statewide in 2006.  Through the fundraising efforts of the Sue Jorgensen Library Foundation, enough money has been raised again this year to give every first grade student in Wyoming their own hardcover book.  

For more information on Wyoming Reads, please visit www.natronacountylibrary.org/wyreads.html.
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