Intro to Travel Resources Online
The internet has greatly increased consumer’s ability to book and arrange their own travel and vacations, putting in the consumer’s hands what was once something that only a travel agent could do.  Because of the direct nature of booking and paying online (there is no longer a “middle man” in the equation), the cost of travel has in many cases been significantly reduced. 
Travel Booking Websites

There are several websites that you can use to book flights, hotel accommodations, auto rental, and other travel arrangements.  Most of them include domestic travel and international travel.  Discounts abound at these websites, but remember to shop around for travel pricing as they can vary widely between sites.  The most well known ones are:

· Expedia:  www.expedia.com
· Travelocity:  www.travelocity.com
· Priceline:  www.priceline.com
· Orbitz:  www.orbitz.com
· Hotwire.com:  www.hotwire.com
· AAA Wyoming (requires a AAA membership): http://www.aaamtw.com/travel/index.htm?zip=82301&stateprov=wy&city=rawlins
Cruises

Cruising can be fun!  Cruise package prices usually include all meals and entertainment onboard, but beverages are usually not included nor are any shore excursion activities or meals off board the ship.  They do not usually cover travel to the port of launch, but some do.  Almost all of the booking websites above offer cruise packages.
Bus Tours

Traveling by bus can be great fun also.  To book bus trips and tours, try www.gotobus.com
Travel by Train

Yes, there are still several companies that still offer travel by train.  Along with being very relaxing, train travel can be a very romantic choice.  Try www.vacationsbyrail.com.
Home Exchange

An often forgotten travel/vacation option, trading houses with a family that lives abroad can be a very good experience.  Try www.homeexchange.com to explore this option.

Hostels

Very inexpensive sleep accommodations once geared particularly for young people but now open to any travelers.  Ammenities vary greatly. At their best they sometimes include breakfast, but at their worst can offer little more than a cot and mattress to sleep on.  www.hostels.com
Elderhostel for Seniors

Elderhostel/Exploritas (www.exploritas.org)  is a not-for- profit organization that offers educational travel packages just for seniors over 55.    
International Travel, Passports, Passport Cards, and Visas

Traveling overseas to other countries is a fantastic adventure, but can also be a daunting experience.  The U.S. department of state travel website (http://travel.state.gov/) is the best place to educate yourself about international travel.  In addition, effective June 1, 2009, the laws have changed regarding travel between the United States and the countries that border us like Canada and Mexico.  Check the U.S. State Department’s “Ready, Set, Go” pages (http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/travel/vacation/ready_set_go/) for across the border travel requirements.
Domestic Interstate State Tourism and Travel

If you want to avoid the passport hassles and security and customs bottlenecks that come with overseas travel, you can instead choose to travel domestically. and see our great nation up close.  There are several great websites to help you plan your trip.   Try these:

· http://www.discoveramerica.com, the official travel and tourism website of the United states.  

· Another U.S. run domestic tourism site is http://www.usa.gov/Citizen/Topics/Travel_Tourism/State_Tourism.shtml.  
Maps and Driving Directions

If you will be traveling by automobile, mapquest (www.mapquest.com) is a mapping website that will give directions to your travel destination, driving time estimates, and other travel info.
