10 Things We Love About the Internet
Inspired by the recent merger of the Librarian’s Internet Index website and the Internet Public Library website, this class focuses on some great things about the Internet and some of the not so great things about the Internet.  Go to www.ipl.org to see the new website of the Internet Public Library. 
In no particular order, here are some of the things we love about the Internet:

1. Blogs/Microblogging: www.blogger.com; www.wordpress.com; www.livejournal.com; www.twitter.com 

2. Social Networking: www.facebook.com; www.myspace.com; www.bebo.com; www.youtube.com; www.delicious.com; www.goodreads.com
3. Wikis: www.wikipedia.org; www.wiki.answers.com; www.wiki.wyomingauthors.org
4. Virtual Worlds: www.secondlife.com; www.there.com
5. Free online instant communication: Chatting: www.yahoo.messenger.com; www.webmessenger.com; www.meebo.com.  VOIP [(voice over internet protocol) go to www.fcc.gov/voip for an overview)] www.skype.com
6. Free software downloads: www.download.com; www.filehippo.com
7. Online music services: www.last.fm; www.pandora.com
8. Online auctions and goods & services sales websites: www.ebay.com; www.onlineauction.com, www.craigslist.com
9. Customizable home pages: www.igoogle.com; www.myway.com, etc.
10.  Free online data storage: www.mozy.com; www.xdrive.com; www.mediamax.com
Honorable Mentions: Money saving coupon websites:  www.coupons.com; www.retailmenot.com, etc.  Free online television video:  www.hulu.com
Some Not-So-Good Things About the Internet

Because the Internet is such a vast wide open network, there is no feasible way to police it. Therefore, it is up to the user to:

· Determine reliability

· Determine safety

· Determine security

Viruses and other malware dangers:  Lurking on the Internet at websites, via email, or via data storage devices, there are hurtful things like Trojans, worms, spyware phishing and other things to watch out for. www.microsoft.com/protect
Internet Equality:  Not everyone can afford to have a computer and Internet service in their home.  There are some who choose not to have a computer/internet.  Those without one are often at a disadvantage.
Privacy Online:  Because computers and the Internet are designed to gather and store data, user’s privacy cannot be guaranteed.  Be very cautious when entering personal data (full names, addresses, Social Security numbers, credit and banking info).  Go to www.privacyrights.org for more information.
Because of its prevalence, we have come to depend on the Internet.  When it is not there, we are often at a loss.  Protect yourself by remembering to keep hard copies of important documents and by backing up important online information.
